done and are important in enabling the reader to understand more fully the disturbances which take place in endocrine diseases.
On the clinical side there are several criticisms. When thyroid replacement therapy is indicated most endocrinologists nowadays prefer levothyroxine sodium to desiccated thyroid, and in thr management of exophthalmic ophthalmoplegia the reviewer would not agree that orbital irradiation is of no value. In the Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome it is now realized that acute adrenal failure rarely occurs, and in Britain oral cortisol is not employed in chronic adrenal insufficiency because of its rapid absorption. A eunuch is a castrated male and the word means guardian of the bed, so that it is not quite accurate to apply the term eunuchoidism to hypogonadism in the female.
The book is well illustrated and well produced but the misprint on the spine of 'Basic', instead of 'Basis', is unfortunate.
A W SPENCE HeInia edited by Lloyd M Nyhus MD FACS and Henry N Harkins MD PhD FACS pp xxi+836 illustrated £910s Philadelphia: JB Lippincott 1964 London: Pitman Medical The editors have had a mammoth task in assembling and commenting on the writings of 105 international contributors to this unprecedented work. Every aspect of the vast subject of hernia from birth to old age is covered in detail by many well known and talented experts. The book, with its unique approach and outlay, is divided into seven major sections: Groin Hernia, Ventral Hernia, Diaphragmatic Hernia, Internal Hernia, Pelvic Hernia, General Aids to Repair and Miscellaneous Considerations. The many contributors to each section deal with historical aspects, up-to-date anatomicophysiological facts, clinical considerations and detailed descriptions of current operative techniques. A wide spectrum of progressive views is presented and after most of the contributions the editors, through their own extensive knowledge of the subject, have added their own lively and interesting comments and criticism. In this way they have successfully attempted to correlate world-wide opinions.
The work reads like a detailed report of an international symposium of herniology. Consequently, with so many contributors, there is some unavoidable repetition of subject matter, but this does make each contribution self-contained. The book is profusely illustrated but there is a considerable variation in the standard of illustrations and a few are reminiscent of war maps and are equally difficult to interpret.
Undoubtedly this book contains the most upto-date information and views available on every branch of this subject. Each contributor has given a full bibliography. In view of its extensive contentand its priceit must be regarded as a unique and stimulating reference manual rather than a standard textbook. NORMAN This book really gives an enthusiast's review of his work in general practice as a physician, the text being illustrated by histories of the author's cases. It supports the thesis that a sound grounding in general medicine is probably the best preparation for a career in which the practitioner has to be constantly on the alert for the important conditions amid a mass of less important complaints.
Thoroughness of treatment necessarily varies considerably between the sections, which cover most of general medicine and acute surgery. Whereas the treatment of infectious diseases is rather thin, there are very adequate sections on cancer and cardiovascular diseases, whilst that on psychogenic disorders is probably over-written.
The book does much to show intending entrants to general practice some of the problems of this field of work. It will also be found to provide an interesting and stimulating refresher course for those longer in practice. London: Church Information Office 1965 This is the report of a Committee representing the church, medicine and the law -Dr G F Abercrombie and the Rt Hon Lord Amulree were the medical representatives. Its very deep consideration of the many problems involvedmedical, theological and legalgives it a note of authority. Terminal illness comes as a challenge to the patient, his relatives, the doctors, the nurses, and the community as a whole. It is a challenge to religious faith, to faith in medicine and to one's view on the prolongation of life, the quality of which may be worse than death itself. The review deals with the problems of modern resuscitation, the use of drugs and dramatic surgery, and decisions which have to be faced by all of us who manipulate the powerful weapons
